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"Huh, I'm certainly glad to see you, Takamaro. You are looking fine.
How was your European trip? Did you learn much?"
"Yes, brother. From the hints I got during the tour, I've devised a
few ambitious plans. It may take some time for them to materialize,
but I'll establish my own banking system, invest more in mining and
smelting and pay more attention to other heavy industries."
"Huh, so your visit was worth while?"
"Yes. Some day I'd like to rank in those fields with the Mitsui and
the Mitsubishi."
"Huh, you are very ambitious."
Sumitomo looked around.
At last he said, "Brother, I have been thinking for some time—"
"What is it, Takamaro?"
"This location and the size of your house may not be ideal for you—"
"Ha, ha, I knew it. I was sure you'd say that. But it is large enough
for me and I love this lonely place. Oh, by the way, many thanks to
you for the money gift you sent me when I was recovering from my
last illness."
Sumitomo bowed.
"As I was going to say, I have recently invested in quite a few houses
in Tokyo. Some of them are in good condition. One, in the Surugadai
Heights, may be suitable for you. It's close to the palace and gov-
ernment offices."
"Huh."
"I can have it remodelled to suit your needs. Besides the main living-
quarters, there are a few additional buildings for servants, guards and
caretakers."
"That's much too large. How could I meet the running expenses?"
Sumitomo smiled genially. "If you don't mind, I'll pay all the ex-
penses."
"That sounds too good to be true."
'Will you live there, brother?"
"Huh, I like to move around, all right,"
Both laughed.
Sumitomo had more suggestions.
"You see, brother, all of your political friends almost without ex-
ception have splendid houses in Tokyo and villas at the summer re-
sorts, too."
"I don't see how they have enough money to do that, but they have,
haven't they?"

